International School of Poznan - Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
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- Attention - Urgent - Important - Attention - Urgent - Important - Attention -

Setting up a "Rada Rodziców" - a legally valid Parents' Council

Dear Parents, dear Teachers, dear all concerned,

following up on a proposition put to us by the director of our school, Mr. Ryszard Matuszewski, we are asking for your help and cooperation in setting up a "Rada Rodziców".

What is a Rada Rodziców?

Literally translated as "Parents' Council", it is a formal association of parents organized according to Polish school laws with representatives from each class. It has the right to speak up and be heard, and thus offers a good opportunity to cooperate with the school management on behalf of our children, their education, well-being and needs.

How is it formed?

We need volunteers in every single class. Then, during a meeting of class parents, elections will take place in which one representative will be chosen per class, who then together with the other nominees from the other classes forms a council which can interact with the school management. This council will need a chairman, assistant chairman, treasurer and secretary.

Duration is for 1 school year - at the start of the next school year, new elections will be held. All positions are honorary and not paid in any way.

Why do we need another Parents' Council if we have the PTA?

There are several reasons. Most important of all, the school management pointed out that this is the only way parents have a legal right to expect the school to react to their input. This means that in order to be effective, we need a structure which is legally valid in Poland. We should not ignore this possibility of making sure to be listened to!

Second, the PTA has always had too few active parents while organizing events for all the children. Since the school has grown so much so quickly, we need more parents to help us. Please do think about getting involved even if you are a working parent! Most of us have several kids and busy schedules, while some of us even have full or part-time jobs!

Last but certainly not least, a Rada Rodziców could be a valuable help to the teachers. Our school is very lucky in as far as it has outstanding teachers who put in a lot of time and effort in order to make school something special. The better we support the teachers, the more our children will benefit.

When?

Every class has to set up its own Rada Rodziców and nominate one representative for the class to the Rada Rodziców of the ISOP by the end of January. We will then call in a meeting early in February in order to set up the details, and officially initiate it before the Winter Break. 

Who has to do what?

· Parents: Please consider volunteering and come to the election class meetings!

· Teachers: Your help is absolutely instrumental and will be greatly appreciated! Please help inform parents, set a date and call in the class parents for elections before the end of January and make sure each class has their own council and representative!

· PTA: Gather all the information we need (legal steps, statute, organizational, etc) and plan extra meeting time in order to further discuss the process! Devise a document with all the ISOP classes in which to write down the nominees and representatives with names and telephone numbers for reference and hang it up/hand it out to the Teachers.

· Management: Please let us know if there is anything we should know concerning this.

Let us pull together for the good of the school and for the good of our children! Help us make ISOP into something special - this is one step into right direction. 

Your PTA.

PTA Contact: Michał Jankowski, tel. 0605175701 , Ana-Maria Kobriger, tel. 0697902208
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